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Chaplain’s Corner  
The Reverend Michael R. Fronk

 Spring

Well, in Florida we are not used to temperatures below 50 degrees. 
This winter has been one for the records. However, the rest of the 

country has experienced temperatures that have been dangerously cold.  
Even Al Gore is rethinking “Global Warming”,  one forecaster said during 
a weather report.

But have no fear - Spring is here, almost. Traditionally, spring is a time 
to celebrate new life. As a native of Florida, the only way we knew the 
seasons changed was the change of hotel rates and how easily you could get 
into a Denny’s at 3:00 pm.

But in the agrarian culture of our foreparents, Spring represented 
the hope of replanting and renewed comfort. Only a few of us remember 
this. But our religious, liturgical calendars reflect this. They were based on 
festivals that reflected the cycle of death and rebirth or liberation. 

The Christian calendar celebrates Lent and Easter, which celebrate that 
God is present in suffering and death. But that death is overcome with new 
life at the celebration of Easter. 

The Jewish calendar celebrates God’s presence during persecution, and 
Passover is a reminder of how God protects his people and liberates them 
to enjoy ultimate freedom and restored hope. 

Spring is also a time for us to renew our understanding of our role of 
“Comforters of Hope” in our communities. We have been reminded, in 
these days of horrible acts of violence, natural disasters and heartbreaking 
grief within our own neighborhoods and cities, of the importance of sup-
port. People look for support from us because we are, too often, the first 
sympathetic contact they may see in a crisis. 

Two weeks ago, Stetson Univeristy celebrated its 25th year of its annual 
Pastor’s Conference, and Howard Stone was one of its guest speakers. He is 
pastor and psychologist at Texas Christian University. In his book, Reflec-
tions on Grief and Spiritual Growth he writes about the fact that helping 
people through their grief is only half of the equation. The other half is the 
hardest part sometimes…helping the grieving to have hope, beyond this 
event and season of their life.

If Winter is the season of endurance, then Spring is the season of 
hope. Have you prepared your staff, your clergy, and yourself to be the 
facilitators of hope, that will bring Spring to the lives God has entrusted to 
us? n 

Peace and hope this Spring,

Michael

Renewal, continued from page 7

If you wrote any contracts with other trust or insurance companies, 
contact them for the necessary information to complete your renewal ap-
plication.  

Be sure the number of contracts reported under “Preneed Contracts 
Entered Into During Calendar Year” matches the contracts reported on 
your quarterly CPTF/RGTF reports.  If these figures do not match, your 
application may be deemed “deficient” and will result in a delay in the 
processing of your application.

Read carefully and complete each area of the application as requested.  
Avoid using vague terms such as “see attached” whenever possible. When 
the Department receives your renewal package, it travels through several 

hands before it makes its way to the approval pile.  Department staff, who 
may handle many different forms of licensure in addition to preneed, 
review for completeness of the application.  If the application is deemed 
incomplete, a deficiency letter is sent requesting the missing items.  Once 
the missing items are received, and the application deemed complete, the 
substance of the application is reviewed to see if your application meets the 
criteria for licensure.  For these reasons, keep a copy of all documentation 
you send to the Department.  Send all documentation to the Department 
via Certified Mail or Federal Express to prove when/if received.

	In the event you still have questions about the application or the 
process, please call Michele Hood for assistance at 800-386-8778. n
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Schedule of Events
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

IFDF Legislative Day

Tuesday, March 16, 2010
1:00 – 3:00 pm 	 IFDF Board Meeting, All Members Invited 
	 Aloft Hotel, (Tactic Room), 200 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee

3:00 pm	 Hotel Check-in Begins 
	 Aloft Hotel, 200 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee

6:00 – 9:00 pm		  Dinner Series Meeting 
	 Governors Club, 202 South Adams St., Tallahassee

PROGRAM 
“Tissue Donation” (Program includes updated information on tissue donation)

(Course # 30211– 1 CE) Provider #0001645 - Speaker, Reva Riggins- Southeast Tissue Alliance
 

  AND
 

“Outside the Beltway, Inside Funeral Service-Best Practices for Community Involved Funeral 
Directors” (Program includes updated information on legislation)

(Course # 39031- 1 CE) Provider #0001399 - Speaker, Juhan Mixon- IFDF Legislative Consultant

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010
8:00 – 8:50 am	 Briefing Session/Continental Breakfast 
	 Aloft Hotel, 200 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee

9:00 – 11:30 am	 IFDF Capitol Rotunda Display 
	 Visits with Legislators 
	 The Capitol

11:30 am - 1:00 pm	 IFDF “Cookout at the Capitol”

1:00 – 2:00 pm	 Wrap-up and Debriefing
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Registration for IFDF Legislative Day 
and Tallahassee Dinner Series

Hotel Accommodations for Legislative Day

Our hotel room block has sold out. IFDF is securing additional space  
for those who still wish to stay in Tallahassee the night of March 16.  

Call the IFDF office if we can assist you in securing a hotel reservation.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

IFDF Legislative Day & Tallahassee Dinner Series 

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________

Funeral Home __________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City,State, Zip __________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________Fax _________________Email _____________________________________

____ # attending Dinner Series at Governor’s Club ($45 members & guests/$60 non mem.)

____ # attending IFDF Legislative Day at the Capitol ($40 includes continental breakfast & lunch)

Payment for these events may be by check or credit card

__________ Amount of check enclosed

__________ Amount to be charged to credit card for registration fees

Please circle one:    Amex     Visa     MC      Security Code ______ (back of Visa/MC or front of Amex)

Credit card # ____________________________________________________ Exp. Date ______________

Name on card _______________________________________ Signature __________________________

Please fax or mail completed form with check or credit card information to: 

IFDF, P.O. Box 10969, Tallahassee, FL 32302-2969  (phone 800-386-8778)   (fax 850-425-5268) 
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Classifieds
Michael E. Hyde, Bagpiper for All Occasions
Professional, licensed, full-time bagpiper. Available seven days a week, any 
time of day or evening. Full formal attire. All the tunes of glory played 
on either the Great Highland Pipe or the Shuttle Pipe (suitable for chapel 
setting). Affiliate member of IFDF. Please visit my website at www.Mi-
chaelHydeBagpiper.com to see Michael and hear sample tunes.  
Email: MichaelEHyde@bellsouth.net or call (772) 696-3568.

FUNERAL DIRECTOR WANTED
Bi-Lingual Licensed funeral director wanted for Central Florida Area 
Funeral Home.  We have four funeral homes and are privately owned.  
Looking for a highly motivated team player to join our team.  Comple-
tive salary with excellent benefit package and a set schedule.  Send resume 
to Thanneken@aol.com or call 321-624-9508.

LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR/EMBALMER
Northeast, FL-Good opportunity for a full-time, licensed Funeral Direc-
tor/Embalmer. We are a family-owned and operated firm with three 
locations seeking a highly motivated, detail-oriented, team player to join 
our professional staff.  Applicant must be willing to become active in the 
community.  Competitive salary with excellent benefit package. Funeral 
home pays majority of health & dental insurance.  Additional benefits: 
life insurance, profit sharing and set schedule.  Fax resume to 904-406-
5694 at Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, attn:  Joe Gallagher or e-mail to 
jgallagher01@comcast.net.
  
FUNERAL HOME FOR SALE
This funeral home is located on a U.S. Island.  The beautiful water, 
beaches and scenery are the paradise setting as you go to work everyday.  
The business performs 200-250 calls per year and $1 Million in revenues.  
The real estate is leased from a third party.  To find out more about this 
opportunity, please e-mail Jon Thomas (jcthomas@thomaspierce.com) or 
Karen McCurdy (kmccurdy@thomaspierce.com) with any questions or 
additional information. #2009-P

FUNERAL HOME FOR SALE
Owner Operated funeral home located in south Florida.  The business 
has been in operation for over 35 years.  Calls performed range con-
sistently between 170-180, with revenues of approximately $360,000.  
Owner would be interested in continuing in some capacity upon a sale. 
Please e-mail JonThomas (jcthomas@thomaspierce.com) or Karen Mc-
Curdy (kmccurdy@thomaspierce.com) with any questions or additional 
information. #2009-M

FUNERAL HOME FOR SALE
Funeral Home business consisting of 2 locations in nearby cities – great 
synergies between the two locations.  This business is located in Central 
Florida on the western coast.  The businesses combined generate approxi-
mately 200 calls and between $650-700,000 in revenues.  Both buildings 
are leased from third parties.  Please e-mail Jon Thomas (jcthomas@
thomaspierce.com) or Karen McCurdy (kmccurdy@thomaspierce.com) 
with any questions or additional information. #2009-D

IFDF Legislative Day
 March 17, 2010

 At the Florida Capitol  
Call 800.386.8778 to register

FUNERAL HOME FOR SALE
Family owned funeral home located in Central Florida that has been in 
operation since 1953.  The business has historically averaged 140 calls+/- 
per year.  Owner will continue for a transition period with a second family 
member (funeral director/embalmer) continuing full time upon a transfer 
of the business.  Please e-mail Jon Thomas (jcthomas@thomaspierce.com) 
or Karen McCurdy (kmccurdy@thomaspierce.com) with any questions or 
additional information.

FUNERAL DIRECTOR/EMBALMER  
SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
I am a State of Florida Licensed Funeral Director and Embalmer since 
1992. I have an excellent ability to interact with my client families. From 
my years of local experience and my in depth product knowledge I have 
mature abilities that allow me to be an asset to your firm. I am flexible to 
work any hours or holidays as needed, as my children are all grown and 
serve in the military. I have taken a bit of time off for personal reasons and 
am anxious to be back into my profession once again. After 10 years of 
corporate experience, I am anxious to work for an independent business 
that is focused on high quality service. Fern Anne Panzer, 561-582-8006 
(h), 561-644-4134 (c) or LFD3900@aol.com.

FOR SALE
1996 Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham funeral coach by Eureka. 5.7 ltr PFL 
engine, in good mechanical shape, black exterior, burgundy interior, full 
chrome package. 90,801 miles. $7,000 or best offer. Call David Broadus, 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, (904) 284-4000.



March
4		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 
		  Consumer Svcs, Conference Call
16		  IFDF Board of Directors Meeting, 
		  Tallahassee
16		  IFDF Dinner Series, Tallahassee
17		  IFDF Legislative Day, Tallahassee

April
1		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 		
		  Consumer Svcs, Orlando

May
6		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 
		  Consumer Svcs, Conference Call

June
3		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 
		  Consumer Svcs, Conference Call
10-13		  IFDF 18th Annual Conference &  
		  Trade Show, Tampa
24		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 		
		  Consumer Svcs, Tallahassee

July
15		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 
		  Consumer Svcs, Conference Call

August
5		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 		
		  Consumer Svcs, Tallahassee

September 
2		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 		
		  Consumer Svcs, Conference Call
15-17		  IFDF Leadership Retreat, Sarasota
17		  IFDF Board Meeting, Sarasota

October
2		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 		
		  Consumer Svcs, Orlando

November
42		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 
		  Consumer Svcs, Conference Call

December
2		  Board of Funeral, Cemetery & 		
		  Consumer Svcs, Tallahassee

Independent Funeral  
Directors of Florida
PO Box 10969
119 E. Park Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32302-2969

The Independent Reporter

WWW.IFDF.ORG

The Independent Funeral Directors of Florida is established to set high ide-
als among independently owned and operated funeral homes in Florida. In 

a spirit of sharing and working together members are encouraged to conduct 
themselves with honor and dignity as they serve families in their communities.

IFDF Mission
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